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On 19 January, the LCCA committee and the parish 

council submitted their joint objection to the outline 

application by developers to build up to 480 dwellings 

plus a care home and other facilities on the Green Belt 

between Burtons Lane and Lodge Lane. Our objection, 

and all the details, can be seen on our website 

www.savelittlechalfont.org.uk  

As we went to press, 

there were 1130 

objections, 8 comments 

recorded as neutral, 

and 29 recorded as 

supporting the 

application. Among the 

objectors are the 

Chiltern Society and the 

Buckinghamshire 

branch of CPRE, The 

Countryside Charity.   

The LCCA committee respects the view held by some 

residents that the need for more housing is great 

enough to justify even the permanent destruction of 

Green Belt land as unspoiled and beautiful as the classic 

Chiltern dry valley now under threat.  But we also 

recognise and support the view of so many of those who 

made objections, that the answer to the problem is to 

find and develop brownfield land. 

Using brownfield sites is a stated policy of 

Buckinghamshire Council.  Four sites in the village are 

listed on its brownfield register, and the parish council 

will consider putting forward others.  

It was good, at least, to see in the latest government’s 

2021 Housing Delivery Test, that Buckinghamshire was 

ahead of its housing delivery target for 2020-2021, 

achieving 107%.  Little Chalfont, like most other places, 

could use more affordable housing, although our recent 

research shows that we are relatively well supplied with 

housing association properties, of which there are at 

least 460 in the village.  

Buckinghamshire 

Council’s planning 

department is now 

considering the 

application to build on 

the Burtons Lane / 

Lodge Lane site. The 

planners will take 

account of all the 

comments received, 

where these involve 

‘material planning issues’, and of expert opinion from 

various bodies. A decision is likely to be made by the 

council’s Strategic Sites Committee, possibly in the 

spring. If the decision is against the application, the 

developer can appeal to the government’s Planning 

Inspectorate.  

As was reported in the leaflet that was delivered to 

every household, the six Bucks Councillors who 

represent Little Chalfont have declared themselves 

against the application. The LCCA committee and the 

parish council will continue to monitor the situation and 

keep residents informed. Keep an eye on the website 

www.savelittlechalfont.org.uk where we shall post any 

material developments. 

OVER 1100 OBJECT TO GREEN BELT DEVELOPMENT 
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Community Association News 

The village 
commemorated 
Remembrance 
Day in 
November and 
carols on the 
village green at 
the start of December. 

Cytiva’s Christmas tree 
and the lights supplied 
by the Association have 
been well received by 
everyone, with some 
very complimentary 
feedback. Cytiva’s tree on 

Amersham Place 

Poppies on our 
War Memorial 

Carols on the Green 

The Christmas tree 
on the green 

Little Chalfont Good Neighbours 

Dementia Friendly Village 

This initiative is now the principal focus and, as reported in the 

parish council’s Autumn newsletter the first stage will be the 

opening of a weekly café, called Café 22. It will cater for both 

those with memory loss and their carers.  A great team of fully 

trained volunteers are looking forward to welcoming guests to a 

relaxed and social environment where there will be the 

opportunity to converse over a cup of coffee or join in activities. 

News of the opening will be publicised but, in the meantime, if 

you have an interest in either attending or volunteering, do 

please contact Helen Tyers at 01494 762395 or 

goodneighbours@littlechalfont.org.uk 

Nature Friendly Village Our four wildflower 

patches are planted with seeds and bulbs and we look 

forward to them flowering as Spring approaches. 

Climate Change 

 

We are looking at the environmental issues for the village and 

have organised a “Climate Cafe” event at the village hall on the 

morning of 19th March at 10am. This will be an opportunity to 

meet with other environmentally focused local people, and give 

us a way of deciding what the environmental priorities for the 

village should be. The initiative is supported by both the parish 

council and the LCCA; so if you want to find out more and help 

us decide how to improve the Little Chalfont environment 

please do come along. If you’d like more information or want to 

get involved please do drop us an email at 

environment@littlechalfont.org.uk  

Encouraging Visitors  There are no specific 

developments to report at this time but there should 

be a progress report in the parish council’s ‘Spring’  

newsletter. 

Car Park now only available at 
weekends 

Our friends at Cytiva have now begun a programme for 
their staff to be able to return to work in the office and 
the Monday to Friday availability to the community of the 
front car park, came to an end on Friday 28 January. 

We now revert back to being able to use the car park on 
just Saturdays and Sundays. 

The arrangements are the same as before i.e.  

 Timing: 08.00 am to 6.00 pm    
 Stay:  Up to 2 hours 

It has been of great help to us during the pandemic and 

we say ‘thank you’ to Cytiva on behalf of the community. 

Food donations for Chiltern Foodbank  

Well done to all who donated in 2021. The total for the 

year was a little over 5 tonnes; a magnificent effort that 

was up 25% over 2020. 

January 2022 was 206kg – lower than usual but no doubt 

due to the cold and rainy weather. 

The next drop-off day in the village centre is Saturday 12 

February between 9am and 1pm. 

Community improvement plan (CIP) 
The Little Chalfont Community Improvement Plan (CIP) represents the views and aspirations of the community. All the 

current projects are joint initiatives between the Community Association and the parish council. 

You will find the CIP on the website at: http://www.littlechalfont.org.uk/community_plan.html 

mailto:goodneighbours@littlechalfont.org.uk
mailto:environment@littlechalfont.org.uk
http://www.littlechalfont.org.uk/community_plan.html
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News from our Parish Council 

Speed indicators installed 

The parish council recently purchased two new-style 
MVAS (movable vehicle activation signs) that are used to 
record the speed of passing vehicles. The signs light up as 
vehicles approach and display their speed. If they are 
exceeding the 30mph limit, the sign flashes up their speed 
and also a ‘slow down’ warning.  

The signs were installed 
initially for an eight-week 
period along the stretch of 
Cokes Lane running to and 
from the village from the 
junction with Linfields. An 
example of the signs can be 
seen from our photo, which 
shows cars doing 36mph past 
the sign travelling south from 
the village. Sadly, this is not 
rare. 

The MVASs have now been moved to Bell Lane, where 
speeding is also a problem. Thereafter the machines will 
be moved around various other speeding black spots to 
remind drivers to be more responsible.  

A full report of the results will be included in the next 
issue of the parish council newsletter, due out in Spring 
2022. 

Queen’s Jubilee celebrations 

To mark the 70-year reign of Queen Elizabeth II, the parish 
council will be planting an oak tree in Westwood Park 
during the extended bank holiday weekend of 2-5 June 
2022. Exact details will be published nearer the date. 

We plan to install seats around the tree, crafted from local 
logs if possible. The parish council also hopes to erect a 
flagpole outside the parish office at the village hall, but 
this is at an early stage in planning. 

We hope that more details about both these projects will 
be available soon and will update residents in the next 
issue of the parish council newsletter, due out in spring 
2022. 

We are aware that this is a very important occasion for 
our country, so if anyone has any other ideas for the 
parish council to mark this historic event, such as possible 
street parties etc, please contact the parish clerk, Sallie 
Matthews, at clerk@littlechalfont-pc-gov.uk 

QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 
CELEBRATION 
2–5 June 2022 

In addition to the request from the parish council in the 
article above, there have been recent discussions between 
the Community Association and representatives of the 
parish council about a potential event that could take place 
on Saturday 4 June 2022 between say 12noon and 4.00pm 
as part of the weekend’s celebrations. 

It would have a theme around creative and cultural 
activity, including exhibitions and performances that could 
be linked to the arts (Music / Theatre / Dance / Visual 
arts / Literature / Combined arts) – all within the village 
and a central focus on the Village Green. 

If you are involved in any of these activities and like this 
idea, please email Shirley Strange to let her know of your 
interest at shirley.sas@ntlworld.com. We would also like 
to hear from potential stallholders and businesses. 
 
With sufficient support, a meeting will then be arranged to 
decide on the best format. 
 
The current thinking is that, if held, it would replace Village 
Day.   There are grants available to help fund community 

events of this nature. 

mailto:clerk@littlechalfont-pc-gov.uk
mailto:shirley.sas@ntlworld.com
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Community Information 

Community Library 

Computer and tablet / smart phone course 

At Little Chalfont Community Library on Cokes Lane, we are trying a 
new initiative of offering computer courses for beginners. We will 
be running a four week course covering the basics of security, 
email, taking/sending photos, internet, shopping and more, on 
Tuesday mornings, starting in January. 

Contact the library for more details on 01494 764602 or 
littlechalfontcommunitylibrary@gmail.com. 

www.littlechalfontlibrary.org.uk 

www.facebook.com/
LCCommunityLibrary 

The Harbour 

Introducing 'The Harbour': we are a group of parent carers 

who aim to offer mutual support to one another. Having a child 

with special educational needs (sometimes also referred as SEN, 

SEND) can be challenging in any number of ways, from meeting 

the child's individual needs to advocating for them before 

schools or the local authority. 

We meet on alternate Tuesdays at 9.30am in St George's church 

hall. Sometimes we have a visiting speaker, and sometimes we 

chat about whatever is going on at the time - we've covered 

DLA, PIP, transferring from child services to adult services, and 

'self-care' as a carer, in our discussions. 

Babies and pre-schoolers are very welcome, we have toys set 

up, and space to play, although as our focus is on parents, we 

don't run structured activities for the children. We're very infor-

mal, so latecomers are also very welcome. We have plenty of 

car parking, and the 103 bus stops just outside. Your child does 

not need to have a formal diagnosis for you to attend, we know 

how hard those are to come by! 

The group is hosted by St George's Church, but is open to any-

one of any faith, or no faith. Our focus is to provide support to 

one another as parent carers.   

If you're interested in coming, please check our Facebook page 

for announcements of our meetings: 

https://m.facebook.com/TheHarbourStGeorge/. 

Our website is: https://www.cheniesbenefice.org/the-harbour. 

You can also phone 01923 286131 or email 

stgeorgeparentcarer@gmail.com.  

In January, we are hoping to run a 4 week course called 'When 

Dreams Change' (https://growinghope.org.uk/wp-content/

uploads/2021/05/WDC_Brochure-spreads-reduced.pdf).  

The course began in person on the 25th January, restrictions 

permitting, but Zoom will be an option if not. Even if you're only 

able to join us for the course, we'd love to meet you.   

Challymas 

Every year at Dr Challoner’s High School, our Head Girl Team 
organises the ‘12 Days of Challymas’, where girls take part in 
a series of competitions, activities and fundraisers. 

This year we embraced the theme of: 
‘It’s time to celebrate!’, and as usual, the school community 
did not let us down with their enthusiasm. 

Every single classroom was decked with Christmas 
decorations, every wall was strung with lights, and girls 
were even able to frolic in the ‘snow’ as they left on the last 
day of term. We also introduced one of the biggest events in 

Challymas history: the 
Reindeer Games, which 
included giant human table 
football, basketball shoot 
out, a ‘last person standing’ 
game and many more. The 
school community raised 
over £2,000 for charitable 
causes, including our Girl’s 

Foundation, and had a successful collection of sanitary 
products for those in need.  

A massive thank you to everyone in the community who 
contributed and got involved, we’re already looking forward 
to Challymas 2022!  

Farmers markets 

The farmers’ market, selling a variety of produce is available in the 

morning every second Saturday of the month in the car park of the 

village hall. The next few dates are: 

 12th February 12th March 

 9th April  14th May 

mailto:littlechalfontcommunitylibrary@gmail.com
https://m.facebook.com/TheHarbourStGeorge/
https://www.cheniesbenefice.org/the-harbour
mailto:stgeorgeparentcarer@gmail.com
https://growinghope.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/WDC_Brochure-spreads-reduced.pdf
https://growinghope.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/WDC_Brochure-spreads-reduced.pdf
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Nature Park News 

When you go into the park, 
particularly at this time of year, don’t 
forget to take a camera and or 
binoculars with you. There are some 
wonderful opportunities; I was 
particularly taken with the bare trees 
against a bright blue sky. Also, birds 
have fewer places to hide in the 
winter. Just see how many different 
ones you can spot. 

Although we like to leave the park to 
nature to see how it develops, a 
certain amount of maintenance is 
always required. Picnic tables and 
benches need to be kept as clean as 
possible and in good condition, 
footpaths need to be kept clear, all 
the signs need regular maintenance 

and the hedge between the meadow 
and the play area needs to be kept to 

a reasonable height. Some of the 
maintenance such as emptying the 
bins and mowing the paths is carried 
out by contractors, but the Friends of 
the Nature Park have a team that 
meets regularly to undertake work, 
including litter picking, which happens 

almost daily, especially in the summer 
or school holidays. Dead trees or 
bushes need to be cut back or 
removed and the hedgehog boxes and 
the bug hotel need regular checks. 

If you would like to help or support 
the work carried out by the Friends 
please have a look at the park 
website: 
http://
naturepark.littlechalfont.org.uk/the-
friends.html.  

There is a form there for completion. 
We would love to have you with us. 

Rob Rolls 

Chairman, Nature Park Management Group 

We started the final six 
months of the year still 
on zoom, but eagerly 
awaiting our return into 
the village hall! 

In July, we had previous Little Chalfont 
Surgery GP, Dr Amanda Brown, doing a 
Q&A on her time as a prison GP and how 
rewarding it is. 

We then started our monthly coffee 
mornings on the 1st Saturday of the 
month in The Metropolitan. Our summer 
party in August took an unusual turn and 
we had fish and chips in Westwood Park. 
We sat and chatted until it was dark, and 
then chatted some more. 

September saw us back in the hall, with so 
many new members that we decided to 
have a “getting to know you” session, with 
prompt cards to ask each other questions 
- fun and laughter were had by all. 

October bought us a Bucks Council 
archaeologist to talk to us about what was 
found whilst digging for HS2 which was 
fascinating. 

Did you know that St Mary’s Church in 
Stoke Mandeville, which was built in 
1080AD, shortly after the Norman 
conquest transformed Saxon England, was 
excavated by the HS2 archaeologists? 
Also, in October we made the decision not 
to do our usual Halloween display, but 
chose to celebrate Black History Month 

and had a display of influential women 
through history.  

November, we had our Annual Meeting, 
followed by making wildflower seed 
bombs. We went on to sell these on our 
craft stall at the Red Kite Craft Market; 
this is in the hall when the Farmers 
Market is held in the Village Hall Car Park. 
Our Christmas Fayre raised over £150 for 
the Chiltern Food Bank. The village 
triangle had our poppy cascade and 
painted pebbles for Remembrance 
Sunday.  

December, with uncertainty of new 
variants, we decided to have our party on 
zoom, with a scavenger hunt (always very 
funny to see how people’s minds work): a 
quiz and ‘what is that, and what is it used 
for?’ time saving gadgets that members 
had to guess what they were. The Triangle 
and Garden club put on another 
wonderful display with the theme of 
Christmas advent.  

The patchwork 
group have been 
very busy and 
now have their 
twelve patches, 
and will be 
sewing them up 
into a blanket in 
the next few 
sessions. 

The Walking Netball Team have continued 

to have fun, in good weather they are in 
Westwood Park and in bad weather they 
are in St Georges Scout Hall. You don’t 
need to be a member and you can bring a 
friend! The book club have been meeting 
every six weeks with a very mixed genre 
of authors and titles! 

 

What does the year ahead bring? In 
January we had The Crafty Menders, in 
February, we have the volunteers from 
Blood Bikes and in March, we are doing 
Construction Science. 

All the sub groups will also be busy doing 
lots of new projects. 

If you would like to see what we are all 
about, please do contact us on 
lcevewi@gmail.com or check out our 
website: 
 www.lcevewi.wixsite.com/website  

We are still meeting on the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month at 7.45 on Zoom or in person. 

Paula Hughes 
President – Little Chalfont Evening WI  

W.I. 

An example  patch 

Displays on the village green triangle 

http://naturepark.littlechalfont.org.uk/the-friends.html
http://naturepark.littlechalfont.org.uk/the-friends.html
http://naturepark.littlechalfont.org.uk/the-friends.html
mailto:lcevewi@gmail.com
http://www.lcevewi.wixsite.com/website
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Community News 

After a summer with lockdown 

restrictions easing, our Beavers, Cubs and 

Scouts were delighted to start the school 

year with huge amounts of enthusiasm for 

a term of fun. With the warm weather in 

September, we started with a water fun 

session for the Beavers while the Cubs 

and Scouts made bridges across the River 

Chess. 

We reunited with a resident of Amersham 

Way and helped to plant daffodil bulbs 

round the trees on the long grass stretch 

running between Amersham Way and the 

White Lion Road. The Beavers and Cubs 

are keeping an eye on them as they grow, 

and we look forwards to the display of 

colour they’ll bring to the Village in the 

Spring. 

We spent time in Dell woods, exploring 

the pond area; and Little Chalfont Nature 

Park, looking at the woods in the fading 

light. Then, while the weather was still 

good, had a group activity day at PACCAR 

with lots of fun including abseiling, 

archery, nightline and a Woodland Trail; 

finishing with the Cubs and Scouts 

creating a fire pit for everyone to cook 

marshmallows on. With the evenings 

growing darker we started using the Scout 

Hut again for our meetings and had 

sessions looking at health & fitness and 

the planets as well as having challenges 

and playing games. 

After half term, we had Halloween and 

firework themed activities and each 

section had a walk in Dell Woods by 

torchlight; they all loved how different the 

woods and river looked in the dark. 

We joined the rest of the village for a 

Remembrance Service by the War 

Memorial and were delighted to be able 

to have a flag parade through the village 

again before the service. It was great to 

be able to meet all together, along with 

the Guides and Rainbows. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We finished the term with a few sessions 

looking at Christmas traditions, with  

everyone doing Christmas themed crafts 

(they are all so creative); before learning 

knots and the Scouts had a go at making 

catapults to launch paper “snowballs” at a 

target. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was also great to end the term by 

investing several Beavers and some of our 

new Scouts (and a couple of leaders too). 

It’s been great to have a term more like 

those we had before COVID and being 

able to meet again as a group properly. 

Though masks did need to be used again 

before the end of term,  they didn’t hide 

the smiles on our faces. We are now 

planning for next term and are going to be 

exploring Scouting and friendships. The 

Scouts will also be joining other groups for 

a District hiking event, in which we 

haven’t been able to take part for a few 

years. 

All being well it’s going to be a great start 

to 2022. If you would be interested in 

finding out more about our group or 

joining one of our sections, Scouts, Cubs 

or Beavers; or our team of friendly leaders 

to support the children, please contact 

Victoria Golby on 07770 782 922 or at  

victoriagolby@live.co.uk.   

Alternatively, you can find us at: 

https://

www.facebook.com/1stAmershamCommonScouting or 

https://www.1stamershamcommonscouting.com/ 

1st Amersham Common Scout Group, 

Little Chalfont: Scouting in the Outdoors  

Great Little Chalfont Refugee 
Welcome - Update 

As mentioned in previous newsletters, 
we’re a group of community members 
who are preparing to welcome a refugee 
family to the area through the 
Government’s refugee Community 
Sponsorship scheme. We will support the 
family for two years after they arrive. This 
includes helping them to get to know their 
new community including shops and 
transport links, supporting them to find 
employment, arranging school places for 

the children, and offering English language 
classes. 

We’re pleased to have now been 
allocated our family! It is a family of six 
who were forced to flee their home in 
Syria and cannot return safely. They are 
currently living in Jordan. There’s a Mum, 
Dad and four young children who are all 
pre-school and school age. All being well 
they will arrive in March, and we’ve found 
them a lovely house in Chesham, which 
proved more affordable than Little 
Chalfont itself.  

We’re grateful for the support that we’ve 
already received. We’re now looking for 
Arabic speakers who can help with 
translation and interpretation when the 
family first arrive. We’re looking for 
people who can help to drive family 
members to appointments as they get 
settled. We’re also looking for donated 
items for the house, including kitchen 
equipment and things for the kids’ 
bedrooms. If you’re interested in getting 
involved, please drop Laura Kyrke-Smith a 
line on laurakyrkesmith@gmail.com.   

mailto:victoriagolby@live.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/1stAmershamCommonScouting
https://www.facebook.com/1stAmershamCommonScouting
https://www.1stamershamcommonscouting.com/
mailto:laurakyrkesmith@gmail.com

